Reevaluation of transthoracic fine needle aspiration biopsy in diagnosing superior vena cava syndrome.
Superior vena cava syndrome has various aetiologies but in the majority of cases it is caused by a malignant mass. Assessment of the underlying pathology as rapidly and reliably as possible is very important for proper therapy management. Dynamic computed tomography examination of the chest can differentiate patients in whom superior vena cava obstruction is caused by a mass, from those with a vascular aetiology. In patients with a mass, fine needle aspiration biopsy guided by the computed tomographic examination may provide cytological diagnosis in a fast and well tolerated manner.